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,From Our Presiclent -

[ want to devote this column to telling about the major sources of funds for assisting our ministers
and their families with emergency aid and help in maintaining the quality of their retirement.
Access to these funds is usually through application to Ralph Mero, the UUA’s Church Staff
Finances Director at 617.742.2100 or by email <rmero@uua.org>.

THE SOCIETY FOR MINISTERIAL RELIEF, founded in 1850, provides assistance and support
for “aged clergymen” and since 1887 and for “widows and orphans of clergymen.” It gives both
emergency and continuing grants. Recently, the Society voted a special appropriation to create
a position for a representative to proactively seek needy ministers, widows and orphans and to
cooperate with Ralph Mero in this work. Glenn Snowden, Secretary of the Society and a member
of the Council on Church Staff Finances has taken this position. He welcomes your inquiries at
508.393.1261. The Society meets semiannually to conduct its business.

THE MASSACHUSETTS CONGREGATIONALCHARITABLE SOCIETY, founded in 1785 John
Hancock was a founder), provides assistance on an emergency or continuing basisto the widows
and children of deceased Congregational ministers. In as much as this organization was created
before Unitarianism split from Congregationalism, the Society considers requests from both
denominations. The Society Board and Officers are equally divided between the two organiza-
tions. Glenn Snowden serves as the Secretary. Its current endowment is over $3,000,000.

THE UNITARIAN SERVICE PENSION SOCIETY, founded in the early part of this century, is
responsible for the Service Gratuity given to qualifying Ministers of at least 66 years of age. Its
current endowment as of 9/30/98 is over $7,400,000. The USPS has recently concluded an
agreement with the UUA in how the funds are distributed. The UUA turns over theincome from
itsendowment funds, that are restricted to funding pensions, to the Society, which determines the
policies governing the Gratuity. The UUA issues the checks.

The monies held by these societies are, in a sense, “OUR” monies. They are there to help us
maintain our quality of retirement and in emergencies. They are a wonderful safety net for us,
managed by our volunteer ministerial colleagues and dedicated laity. The key to their successful
use lies with us, the potential beneficiaries. We need to apply for or request assistance from them.
In a future column, I will describe how applications are processed.

In the meantime, if you have needs, contact Ralph or Glenn. If you have questions, contact me.

Bill DeWolfe

AAAAAAANANAANAANANANNANNNNANNNAN

The 1998-1999 UUA Directory is now available for surviving spouses or partners. If they would like toreceive
one they should contact Jean Hartman at the UUA Department of Ministry, by phone: 617.742.2100, ext. 437,
by fax: 617.742.2875, or by Email: jhartman@uua.org

The UUA provides complimentary copies to retired ministers. These copies are sent out by the Publications
Dept. If a retired minister has not received a copy then he or she should contact Publications.
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WELCOME!!!
to our new Archivist, Alan Seaburg,
who will make some sensible arrange-
ment of the collection(s) of paper which
have accumulated over the years by
well meaning UURMAPA squirrels.

CARING NETWORK NEWS

Our long-standing Contact Persons Chair for the Northeast District, Maurice Cobb, has turned
over his chair to Iska Cole. He will continue as a contact person. We're grateful to Maurice for his
many years of service to members, and to Iska, who fills many roles in our organization and has
added this new one to her many organizing skills.

Maurice was exemplary in his Caring Network activities. One of our members was
released from the hospital to his home following surgery, and Maurice stayed with him there for
several weeks, taking care of him.

Earle McKinney has also stepped down as a Contact Person in the Northeast District. He
and Pete, until her death, had for a long time carried on for the Caring Network.

The project of being officially affiliated with all districts has been a goal we have been
working toward. It is important for the leadership across the continent to know about our
organization.

Congratulations to the following districts that, according to my records as of November 10,
recognize UURMAPA: Ballou Channing, Central Midwest, New Hampshire-Vermont, Mid-
South, Northeast, Pacific Central, Pacific Northwest, Pacific Southwest, Prairie Star, St. Lawrence,
Southwest, Thomas Jefferson, and Western Canada.

I want to encourage the Contact Persons of the following districts to move forward with
the process: Central Mass, Connecticut Valley, Florida, Joseph Priestley, Mass Bay, Mountain
Desert, Metro New York, Michigan, Ohio-Meadyville, and Ohio Valley.

We deeply appreciate the important role of each of our Contact Persons. The
current Caring Network is listed in this issue of Elderberries.
Gratefully —
Ginny Crane, Chair
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Caring Network Contact Persons November 1998

Ballou Channing Metropolitan New York NY Ohio Meadville
Dorothy Boroush Shirley Hadley Carol Brody
PO Box 142 464 Main Street #208 359 E. Cooke Road
45 B Woodlawn Street Port Washington NY 11050 Columbus, OH 43214-2801
E. Taunton, MA 02718 516.944.9122 614.268.2085
508.824.2953

Metropolitan New York NY Ohio Valley
Central Massachussetts Robert M. Hemstreet Robert Reed
William Hammond 281s Union St. #5E Stonecrest #37
Grace Lindquist Flushing, NY 11354-1231 750 Zorn Avenue
230 Foster Street 718.539.5941 Louisville, KY 49296
Littleton, MA 01460-2014 502.899.3071
978.486.3988 Michigan

Mary Ann Shokes Pacific Central Bay
Central Midwest 601 N. Cedar St. #202 Guy Meyer
Max Gaebler, Carolyn Gaebler Lansing, M1 48912 PO Box 568
1212 Dartmouth Road 517.487.3369 Inverness, CA 94937
Madison, W1 53705 415.669.7429
608.238.4663 Midsouth

Jean McGehee Pacific Central Non Bay
Connecticutt Valley PO Box 439 Theodore Webb, Marguerite Webb
Joan Waterhouse Mentone, AL 35984 2212 Ralston Road
74 Main Street North #203 205.634.4377 Sacramento, CA 95821
Woodbury, CT 06798-2904 916.925.6034
203.266.0063 Mountain Desert

Walter Royal Jones Pacific Northwest
Florida 2004 Valley Forue Avenue Roy Ockert
George Brooks, Priscilla Brooks Fort Collins, CO 80526-1651 4311 Vasend Ct. NE
2100 Kings Hiway #347 970.493.6548 Salem, OR 97305-4703
Port Charlotte, FL 33980 503.315.1029
941.625.2275 Northeast

Iska Cole, Chair Pacific Southwest AZ/NV
Joseph Priestley North “Forty Oaks” Raymond Manker, Gretchen Manker
Jane Kibby 36 Clifford Road 4530 E. Pepper Tree Lane
811 Park Ridge Drive Edgecomb, ME 04556 Paradise Valley, AZ 85253-3251
Media, PA 19063-1715 . 602.840.8186
613.566.6832 Maurice Cobb

175 Shady Nmk Rd. Pacific Southwest SoCal
Joseph Priestley South West Newfield, ME 04095 Clifton Gordon, Helen Gordon
Virginia Knowles 207.793.4453 Vista Del Monte #135
9?37 Mt. l?isgah Road #704 Joseph Majeau 3775 Modoc Road
Silver Spring, MD 20903-2010 470 River Road #4 Santa Barbara, CA 93105
301.437.6324 Windham, ME 040624638 805.569.5689

207.892 9156 ..
Massachussetts Bay Coast Prairie Star
Alan L Seaburg Keith Munson Charity Rowley
P.O. Box 381364 Peggy Munssn 519 West Park Road
Cambridge MA 02238 9 Island View Avenue lowa City, IA 52246
617.497.8801 Saco, ME 04072 319.351.7972

207.282 2204
Mass Bay Inland St. Lawrence Canada
Edwin A Lane, Helen Lane New Hampshire Vermont Charles Eddis
42 Wareland Road Alan Deale, Kathleen Hunter 463 Lansdowne Avenue
Wellesley, MA 02181-7610 9 Old Chester Road Westmount, QC H3Y 1V4
781.235.4911 P.O. Box 10 514.333.3758

East Derry, NH 03041 CANADA

603.434.2359



November 1998 Caring Network Contact Persons (cont.)
St Lawrence US Southwest Thomas Jefferson Western Canada
Harry Thor Doe Lockwood Charles Crady, Claudine Grady John Cummins
410 Bunn Hill Road 1035 E. 37th Street 419 4th Ave. West, Apt. A 4238 Sheridan Avenue S.
Vestal, NY 13850 Tulsa, OK74105-3007 Hendersonville, NC 28739-4258 Minneapolis, MN 55410-1634
607.785.3962 918.743.2810 828.697.7325 612.922.2477

Lerters AND PeErsONAL HAPPENINGS

I would much prefer to keep the present name - we UU's need more humor! ElderVision
sounds entirely too pompous - as if within us lies the wisdom of the ages!

Re: "the delicate issue of non-settled ministers (including retired ones) maintaining
friendships with parishioners of settled ministers..." - we UU's seem to be dragging more and
more Methodist rules into the precincts of free religion! UU's should be free to maintain
friendships with whomever they wish, and if that includes asking a close friend to do the
daughter's wedding or the wife's funeral, rather than the resident minister, SO BE IT. Next thing
you know, someone will be suggesting we purchase our meat only from UU butchers, our autos
only from the Methodist dealer, etc. (as were the analogous expectations within the Methodist
parsonage of my childhood).

HOWEVER, that does not suggest that we should be poaching on our successors' territory
by acceding to all requests for services. Here, I think the Methodists have a good rule in
suggesting that ministers not retire in the last parish they have served.

Re: reporting of deaths in our ranks, here is a DEFINITIVE OPINION: Most of us recognize
the names of our colleagues, but few of us know more than aslice of their biographies. And when
it comes to spouses, most of us cannot be sure we are matching couples properly. (e.g.'s from
August - was Mildred, Dick Gibb's wife? Was Eva Bush born a Hungarian Unitarian? To which
Jones was Nathalie married?). The UUA Directory does not give us such info (in fact, there is far
less info therein than was contained in the old AUA and UCA directories!) until more than a year
after the death has occurred - and by then it seems intrusive to write notes of condolence.

Orloff Miller

A few years ago when I served as the "goodies-getter” for Collegium's Cape Cod meeting
Idiscovered a useful word. Itis manciple, and is the traditional name for the office in amonastery
or other religious or secular establishment: the person responsible for providing food and drink
to the community organization. I think it is a splendid term and a great improvement over any
of the other words I have heard. I move that henceforward the UURMAPA Board recognize the
office of manciple when a person is appointed to get the goodies for the social hour at meetings.

Charles Grady via Farley Wheewright

The Gradys now have an e-mail address for those of you who might like to reach us electronically.

It is <<charclaud@juno.com>> please write us either by e-mail or U.S. mail to tell us how it is

going with you. We'd like to share your news with the readers of the Elderberries newsletter

nationwide: your travels, discoveries, joys, setbacks, sorrows. Maybe even a favorite anecdote or

reminiscence from the good old days. Have you done any writing, publishing, preaching or ship-

model building? How are your grandchildren? All such news items are of interest to us
Charles and Claudine Grady
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Do WE Write Books!!

Between Sysiphus and Me is the title of a new book by Robert Wolley, a
collection of seven story-poems, each in a different style. Cost: $10.95 +
$2.00 S&H. This is his third published book. For a copy, contact
Encircle Publications
PO Box 219
Sagamore Beach, MA 02562

FroM THE OLD GEEZER...

Somebody is unhappy with me, or at least the amount of space the
editor gives me.

[ don’t mind that; I can’t please everybody. ButI don’tlike being
sniped at from the peanut gallery by people who hide behind “reports
by others.” Now, I know that it’s kind of polite not to criticize face to
face, but it ain’t polite to snipe. Besides, like Elbert Hubbard said,
“Etiquette’s a substitute for war.” So, those of you in the Midwest who
have complained anonymously for two years - come on out and let’s
play. If you do, I will too and will reveal the true name of the O.G.

Speaking of playing, what's happening to our courage? Two
resolutions, one from the East Coast and one from the West Coast
calling for brotherhood, sweetness, light, and world peace have re-
cently come my way. Is that the best we can do? Who's willing to make
sweetness and light exciting? Can you? Is Hegel dead? Or are we?
Besides, what have you done to advance world peace lately — except
complain about the human condition? Or me?

I think I'm going sour!

0.G.

EDITORIAL NOTES...

We will shortly be publishing a new Directory of members. Please let me know
quickly if there are any errors in your name(s) or addresses. If you are not sure we
have your telephone number or email address, please send them. My various
addresses are on the masthead.
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Deatns
Hazel Fletcher Amold Crompton
February, 1998 August 31, 1998
(Partner: Norman Dewey Fletcher)
Esther Engvall Eleanor C. Gesner
May 20, 1998 September 4, 1998
(Partner: Charles Engvall) (Partner: Herbert M. Gesner)
Barbara Brewer Norma Cordell
July 5, 1998 October 2, 1998
(Partner: James Brewer) (Partner: Brad VanEvery)
Mary Kyper Norman Sparbel
August 20, 1998 October 27, 1998
(Partner: Ralph E. Kyper) (Partner: Erleen Sherbert Sparbel)
John S. MacPhee Deborah Greeley
August 27, 1598. October 29, 1998
(Partner: Eleanor Farley MacPhee) (Partner: Dana Greeley)
Sl;annonzl;er;lard Chadbourne Spring
ugust 29, 1998 November 3, 1998

(Partner: George J. Pennington)

Every night when someone whose life has touched ours dies, over a hundred thousand
other persons somewhere on the plafet have also departed this life. Death in the abstract defies
our capacity to mourn. The deaths this past year of colleagues and partners are close to home.
They strike our grief.

What are we to do with the mountainous grief with which death besets us? We all have
passed through Kubler Ross’ five stages of grief and presumably we all come through its tragedy
and carry on our lives as though nothing has happened. This but a half truth. Because something
has happened.

Persons whom we loved and admired or were loved and admired by friends and
associates simply do not disappear into the maw of those whom death took last year. No more
dothose rareindividuals whom we knew but did notlove or admire. They were part of our family
--our institutional religious family. Surely, death is not the end of them; memorial services are not
enough, although it is heartless not to memorialize the dead. They are our Unitarian Universalist
immortals.

We are called not simply to remember them, but to assess what we can do to perpetuate
those values they transmitted to us upon their deaths.

We are called to do more than mouth pieties about how wonderful the people were who
died this past year; we must further take stock of ourselves and decide how we can validate their
lives through our continuing ministry.

' Adapted from Farley Wheelwright
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PAN-SOUTH CONFERENCE
March 19-21, 1999 Knoxville and Oak Ridge, Tennessee

FROM THEN TO NOW

THEN:
» Story of the founding of three present UU churches.
* Recently discovered evidence of an 18" century dwelling on the Tennessee Valley UU
Church land.
*The story of the controversial Highlander Center, training civil rights
activists (Rosa Parks inter alia) for 40 years- and still going!
NOwW:
» Visits to impressive new church buildings in Oak Ridge and Knoxville.
* Swing Dance party, featuring live band with familiar tunes.
* And, of course, time to share our personal “thens and nows.”

ARRANGEMENTS
COST: $110 per person for 2 nights in a double room and most meals
DEPOSIT: $50 PER PERSON. SEND BY JANUARY 15 TO:
BerTY Birpus GRAHAM
104 OAk LANE
Oax Rmcg, TN 37830
ESTIONS?
MaRy NELsON 423.927.1802 <BiLLNELSON@POL.NET>
CarL Brerz 423.482.5308 <RosMB@AOL.com>

TNV
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